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Get your complimentary two-week subscription to unmissable global coverage of the entire renewable energy industry. Just go to 
www.rechargenews.com/subscribe and sign up today. Alternatively, call one of our offices on the numbers below or send an email to 
subscribe@rechargenews.com.

The global 
source for 
renewable 
energy news

www.rechargenews.com
Oslo (47) 24 10 17 00   Stavanger (47) 51 93 87 80   Houston (1) 713 693 5500   Singapore (65) 6557 0666

Recharge – the global renewables paper

Weekly newspaper full of breaking business, financial and 
contract news from across the renewables sectors

Technology news and insights

Comment and analysis

In-depth features and profiles

RECHARGE
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The global 
source for 
renewable 
energy news

Flower Power:
New all green
powered car
combines
solar and
biofuels.

Blown away: giant
Chinese wind farm
plan is derailed.
Pages 9 & 10

Carbon craving:
Prices jump on
high demand.
Page 2822

Valley
of the
giants

Australia reveals plans to build the world's largest solar
power plant as part of a radical energy rethink. Page 3

We cannot drill our way to
energy independence,

we must fast-track
investments in renewable
sources, which will create
millions of new jobs.
Page 7
US President-elect Barack Obama
promises $150bn in government
cash to sector

FINANCIAL:Spain’s
Iberdrola picks group of
banks to run IPO worth up
to $25bn. Page 38

POLITICS:Europe points
finger at US over subsidies.
Page 5

TECHNOLOGY: UK
turbine maker Energywise
in blades breakthrough.
Pages 23 & 24

You’re making history. We’re covering it

Full access to RechargeOnline

24/5 LIVE news from its dedicated team of online reporters

Searchable archive

Daily news alerts

Careers and events sections
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Green Wednesday turns up the heat
Community Energy Scotland moved up a gear with the 

announcement that they will deliver the contract for the new 

Communities and Renewable Energy Scheme (CARES). This 

brings the support programme for household and community 

renewables under one body. One of the first awards under 

CARES has created a new training centre in Inverness which will 

work with local businesses on a range of issues relating to the 

small-scale renewable energy and low carbon market.

■ The publication of the Scottish Marine Bill received a 

cautious welcome in the press and will no doubt be the focus 

for a lot of future lobbying and public debate. The Scottish 

Government squared the circle over its one-stop public 

procurement for electricity with the announcement that the 

contracts with Scottish Power and Scottish & Southern Energy 

will be for green power. 

■ Smart meters are set to be rolled out across the UK 

following their success in a pilot in the Perthshire town of 

Alyth. Meanwhile, at the tip of the Scottish mainland, Google 

got into a ‘stushie’ over whether wave machines would be 

powering their needs from the Pentland Firth.

■ The official opening of Europe’s largest wind farm at 

Whitelee, south of Glasgow, set the Iberdrola chief on a 

collision course with First Minister Alex Salmond over the role 

of nuclear power in Scotland’s energy mix. Commentators 

were quick to challenge the Scottish Government’s strategy 

of ‘no-nuclear’ as Green Wednesday also launched the latest 

round of renewable heat support, a new executive chair of the 

Scottish Green Energy Research Centre and approval for a 

new hydro-electric scheme.

Grant Thoms

Brief monthly round-up
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Name: Damian Aubrey

Job Title: General Manager – Ocean 

Prospect Ltd

Q: First job?

Area Officer with Scottish Natural Heritage, 

based in Galashiels in the Scottish Borders.

Q: How/why did you get into the 

renewables sector?

I have a background in environmental 

management and planning following degrees 

from Aberdeen University. One of my first 

roles with Scottish Natural Heritage involved 

liaising with the developers of Bowbeat Wind 

Farm at a time when wind farms were still 

relatively novel.  

I then spent a year and a half 

managing a nature reserve and community 

development project in rural Uganda, before 

returning to the UK to begin work with what 

was then National Wind Power. I moved to 

Edinburgh to join the Wind Prospect Group 

in 2003.

 Q: Describe a typical working day

There’s no such thing as a typical working 

day, partly because my time is split between 

two roles – project managing wind farm 

developments as part of the group’s 

onshore wind portfolio, and managing 

Ocean Prospect, the group’s marine energy 

subsidiary. The first role involves all aspects 

of the development process, dealing with 

statutory consultees, local authorities 

and EIA consultants and suffering public 

inquiries, whereas the Ocean Prospect role 

is more focused on building relationships 

with marine energy technology developers, 

tracking developments within the industry 

and identifying opportunities for future 

project development.

Q: Most important/rewarding moment in 

career to date?

Building a new primary school in Uganda 

with funds generated from a sustainable 

tourism programme and being given a baby 

goat as thanks.

Q: Worst part of the job?

Microsoft Outlook Calendar – it rules my life.

Q: What do you consider essential for 

work? 

Having the right people to work with.  We’re 

incredibly fortunate within the Wind Prospect 

Group to have a team of committed and 

self-motivated staff, perhaps partly driven 

by the fact that the company is Director and 

staff owned.  

A very flat management structure helps 

to create a sense of autonomy, responsibility 

and creativity which might otherwise 

be stifled by a top-down management 

approach.

Q: What do you 

see as the major 

challenges/

opportunities 

faced by the 

renewables sector in general and in your 

field?

We are fortunate in Scotland to currently 

have an administration which appears to be 

pro-renewables. 

However, unless grid constraints are 

overcome it is difficult to see how Scotland 

can realise its huge renewable energy 

potential. Also of particular concern are 

delays within the planning system.

The fact that there have been thirty-

five public inquiries into onshore wind farm 

planning applications in Scotland over the 

last five years speaks for itself.

Q : Name one thing you would like to see 

happen to help the industry?

Grid upgrades in north and north west 

Scotland, without which wind energy 

and, more specifically, marine energy 

developments cannot be progressed.

Q: Perfect recipe for winding down at 

the weekend?

A long walk in the Scottish mountains, 

ending in a cosy Highland bar.

www.windprospect.com

 MY RENEWABLES LIFE 

DISCLAIMER: The information contained in this publication is correct to the best of our knowledge. However, we rely on information sources that are outside our control. Scottish Renewables is an independent organisation 
and does not specifically endorse products, services or organisations that are featured or mentioned. Scottish Renewables has presented a united voice for the renewable energy industry in Scotland since 1996.

Contact: Victoria Clarkson
Tel: +44 (0) 141 353 4981
Mobile: +44 (0) 782 455 3813
E-mail: victoria@scottishrenewables.com

Contributing Writer: Perry Gourley
Mobile: +44 (0) 7748 760 346
E-mail: perrygourley@lineone.net

Production: www.rootcreative.co.uk

review@scottishrenewables.com
www.scottishrenewables.com
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www.scottishrenewables.com

Your comments are 
welcome, please contact 

review@scottishrenewables.com

http://www.windprospect.com/technologies?t=marine
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In less than a week, the 365 million voters of the European 

Union go to the polls to elect a new European Parliament. Of 

course, in the current political maelstrom of Westminster, many 

voters will be voting for wider reasons than deciding who will 

best represent them in Brussels.  Many more are likely to stay 

at home. 

Yet the European elections should be an important focus in 

Scottish politics as decisions made by the European Union, usually 

with European Parliament approval, impact on how we lead our lives. 

It has been recognised that European Directives have done more to 

push for environmental sustainability than home-grown initiatives of 

Whitehall and Holyrood.

The European Super-grid has been promoted as a long-term 

strategic priority with the backing of the Energy Commissioner. 

Commissioner Piebalgs has launched the second European Energy 

Strategy within two years of the first. UK energy strategy is dominated 

by how to fulfil its 2020 requirements for the European Renewable 

Energy strategy. And in the last month, Cabinet Secretary John 

Swinney has committed the Scottish Government to raising its 

2020 interim target for carbon emission cuts to 42%, provided the 

European Union raises its game.

So it’s all to play for on 4 June. Scotland is a single constituency 

electing 6 MEPs by proportional representation. Currently there are 

two members from Labour, SNP and Conservatives, and a Lib Dem. 

With the reduction to six seats at this election due to EU enlargement, 

the battle to win seats has intensified. Here we asked each of the 

parties most likely to win a seat, why you should vote for them.

www.europarl.europa.eu/elections_2009_package/default.htm

Energising the 
European vote

Struan Stevenson  
Conservatives
www.struanstevenson.com
Even in the depths of an 
economic recession, climate 
change remains high on the 
political agenda across the world.  

The role of Scotland will be 

instrumental in achieving the 

European Parliament’s Climate and Energy Package targets 

by 2020 which includes a 20% share for renewables in the 

EU energy mix. 

The Scottish Conservative Party believes that the 

future of renewable energy is about encouraging everyone 

to play a part. By encouraging small providers, including 

homes, schools and businesses, to produce energy for 

their own use, we can make a difference to climate change 

in Scotland. 

But thought must be given to the wider implications 

of constructing new and renewable energy sources, such 

as wind farms. The construction of giant wind turbines on 

sensitive upland habitats and particularly on peatland in 

Scotland damages the environment, has a negative impact 

on ecosystem services and adds to global warming. We 

need to protect all of our deep 

peatland, not destroy it.
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George Lyons 
Scottish Lib Dems
www.scotlibdems.org.uk/euro2009
The Liberal Democrats are the 
only party that has a clear, long 
term strategy for tackling climate 
change and making the UK carbon 
neutral. 

Our ‘Green Road to Recovery Plan’ is ambitious and aims 

to harness Britain’s renewable potential as well as creating 

thousands of ‘green collar’ jobs.

I want the Copenhagen summit in December to be a key 

battle in our war against global warming. Liberal Democrats 

want to raise revenue for renewable technologies by 

extending the EU’s carbon emissions trading scheme to 

include industries that generate harmful emissions like 

shipping and aviation. 

Scotland has the potential to be a world leader in wind, 

wave and tidal power. Our goal is for Britain to be able 

to source all our energy needs from Europe by 2030, and 

become a net exporter of clean, green energy by 2050. 

A vote for the Liberal 

Democrats can make this goal a 

reality.

Alyn Smith – Scottish 
National Party
www.snp.org/node/15147 
We stand for Scottish success and 
will work every day to put Scotland 
and Scotland’s voice at the forefront 
of Europe’s green revolution 
creating 16,000 green jobs.

SNP MEPs will build on our record over the last 

Parliament, bringing the Energy Commissioner to Scotland 

to see our potential, winning €400million of potential 

investment in Scotland’s energy future and working with 

the Scottish Government to ensure the North Sea Supergrid 

is a key EU priority.

The £10 million Saltire Prize has put Scotland at the 

centre of efforts to develop marine energy technology and 

leads the way in Europe.

An SNP vote will support the Scottish Government’s 

efforts to secure access to the £150 million of renewable 

energy funding that is locked in a London bank account 

instead of building green energy jobs in Scotland and 

we will take every opportunity to take the lessons, the 

technology and the expertise from Scotland 

to Europe creating Scottish jobs and leading 

European investment.

David Martin  
The Labour Party
www.scottishlabour.org.uk/euro2009 
Because of Scotland’s expertise 
in energy, our strength in science, 
and our natural advantages in 
winds and tides, we are superbly 
placed to be a world leader in 
renewable energy. 

Labour’s Wave and Tidal Energy Scheme, launched 

in 2006, provided £13.5m to nine Scottish marine power 

developers to get their projects underway, but is now 

closed. 

  So far, SNP ministers have given no indication of when 

or whether they intend to provide funding for the next 

stage of technology development by these companies. 

Instead, they put stock by a glittery prize to be awarded 

at the end of the next parliament. Prizes are not the right 

way to develop new technologies: we need serious and 

sustained investment in emerging technologies at the early 

stages. 

To create a truly sustainable energy policy, we need to 

invest in research right across Europe – but that means the 

SNP must pull their 

socks up.

Elaine Morrison  
Greens
www.scottishgreens.eu
Since the last Euro election the 
EU has subsidised the fossil fuel 
industry by around £10 billion, a 
recent Friends of the Earth study 
shows. The other parties like to 
talk about renewables. But their 

spending choices show their real priorities. 
Boosting investment in green industries like 

renewables is the number one priority of Greens across 

Europe. If elected, I’ll ensure that every penny that 

has gone to fossil fuels and nuclear will now go to the 

renewables sector. I will also ensure that feed-in tariffs 

are mandatory across the EU, push for the abolition of VAT 

on renewable technologies, and secure renewable energy 

apprenticeships across Europe. 

I have spent my life campaigning on renewable energy - 

establishing and chairing Dundee Sun City, and supporting 

communities in developing renewable energy projects, 

including supporting the Green Energy 

Award winning Angus Village Halls 

initiative. Elect me, and I’ll fight for 

Scottish renewables.
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At All-Energy 
’09, we 
launched the 
second edition 
of Get Into 
Renewables, 
the industry 
recruitment 
brochure for 
students. 
While copies will be 
distributed to all universities and colleges 
in Scotland, as well as our members, you 
may view an online edition here.

Our members continue to recruit for a 
wide variety of positions, including Vento 
Ludens who are advertising for an Intern 
for the summer.

Partrac is looking for a Coastal 
Oceanographer, but the closing date is 
June 3 so don’t delay  with applications. 
The post will be based in Partrac’s 
Glasgow office.

Similarly, there is a closing date of June 
5 for the Hydro Developer post at RWE 
npower renewables, based at their 
Perth office.

AWS Ocean Energy are are looking for 
a Commercial Manager. They offer a very 
generous package and relocation deal. 

These and other Job Opportunities can be 
found on the Vacancies page on
the Scottish Renewables website.

Nominations for the 2009 Green Energy Awards on Thursday 3rd December at 

the Assembly Rooms are OPEN!  

The Green Energy Awards 2009 with the headline sponsor RWE Npower Renewables 

will take place and is looking for your support in nominations on who you think should win 

the coveted ‘green’ award.  

The categories are varied so there are lots of scope on whether a new project or 

business should be nominated; a new piece of technology or innovative way of enhancing 

the renewables industry in Scotland and beyond. 

The awards are not just about new things but also want nominations for people and 

business who have contributed to the industry and its development such as leading political 

initiatives to leading the supply chain and support sector for the business. Remember it 

is not just about other people and businesses but you can nominate your own business, 

people or projects. 

For those of you who provide consultancy services please don’t forget your  

clients – they may just win! Nomination is easy – please visit the dedicated website  

www.greenenergyawards.co.uk and click on the nomination form page and complete  

the form and just send. 

Your support makes these Awards important and celebrates the advances of the 

industry and its importance in the British economy. As well as nominating, you can book a 

ticket/table to attend the evening – please note these sell out fast so book early and avoid 

disappointment!

www.greenenergyawards.co.uk

Jobs from 
Members 
& Get into 
Renewables

Nominate your 
Green Energy 
Heroes of 2009

Calum McCallum

GREEN ENERGY 
AWARDS 09

http://www.scottishrenewables.com/admin/Application/DocumentEditor/MultimediaGallery/1dc776fd-b71d-434b-921c-9575307f390f-1.pdf
http://www.scottishrenewables.com/MultimediaGallery/30d88669-33ac-4a48-bc2e-c2a1edcf4a59.pdf
http://www.scottishrenewables.com/MultimediaGallery/82a84323-e266-4b4f-80c0-943a6fe792a6.pdf
http://www.scottishrenewables.com/MultimediaGallery/82a84323-e266-4b4f-80c0-943a6fe792a6.pdf
http://www.scottishrenewables.com/MultimediaGallery/554c3fab-4ec3-433d-836a-e8e293ee44de.pdf
http://www.scottishrenewables.com/MultimediaGallery/57cebf1f-ff39-4811-a0fc-00d1aa6666d3.pdf
http://www.scottishrenewables.com/default.aspx?documentid=8909565e-f8a6-4633-a6a2-553ce4963bee
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Date EVENT Location

Jun 13-14 Scottish Renewables Festival Various

Jun 19 Scottish Renewables 5-A-Side Football Competition Edinburgh

Jun 25-28 Royal Highland Show - Renewables Pavilion Edinburgh

Late Oct Scottish Renewables Bioenergy, Heat & Microgeneration Seminar Edinburgh

Nov 12 Scottish Renewables Marine Energy Seminar Inverness

Dec 03 Scottish Renewables Green Energy Awards 09 Edinburgh

Visit www.scottishrenewables.com for information or contact Calum McCallum on 0141 353 4982.

EVENTS

GREEN ENERGY AWARDS 09
celebRate the new geneRation

Headline Sponsor Awards & Event Sponsors

nominations and table bookings are 
open for the hotly contested green 
energy awards event in the uk.

Nominate your favourite project or business 
or person who has contributed the most to the 
industry in 2009. Please go online for more 
information about the Awards and submitting 
your nomination.

thursday 3rd December 2009
ASSEMBLY ROOMS, EDINBURGH
www.greenenergyawards.co.uk 

http://www.renewablesfestival.com/
http://www.scottishrenewables.com//Default.aspx?DocumentID=11b93c47-50ee-4709-a81c-4d438b32a52a
http://www.royalhighlandshow.org/
http://www.scottishrenewables.com//Default.aspx?DocumentID=9e83a274-224c-45c7-b5ff-d39ac58596b9
http://www.all-energy.co.uk/

