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Green 
Energy
    GLEN

Project name and location
Wood Fuel Boiler installation, Glenlivet Estate office, 
Tomintoul, Moray

Company name
The Crown Estate

Technology used
Installation of 28kW Froeling Boiler with accumulator 
tank in the existing garage adjacent to the Estate 
Office. Construction and installation of wood chip 
storage silo with auger feed system. Construction of 
vehicle access to supply hopper. Removal of current 
electric heaters and installation of wet (radiator) 
heating system in the Estate Office

Why did you install renewables?
We needed to replace existing expensive night 
storage electric heaters which offered limited heating 
control and reduce our carbon footprint. We could 
also control our heat supply better with the new 
system, especially in cold spells.

We also wanted to help stimulate a local supply 
chain for wood chip fuel/local employment and to 
make use of grant aid that was available. There was 
also surplus timber on the estate which we wanted to 
make use of.

What is your business and what was 
your company’s role?
The Crown Estate manages 43,000 hectares  of rural 
land including almost 5,000 hectares of forestry in 

Scotland; supports coastal communities through its 
Marine Stewardship Fund and owns and manages 
around half of the foreshore and almost all of the 
seabed out to the 12 nautical mile territorial limit. 
Its work is underpinned by the three core values 
of Commercialism, Integrity and Stewardship. In 
2007/08 a revenue surplus of £10.3 million was 
paid directly to the Treasury for the benefit of all UK 
taxpayers.

What public support, either financial or 
in kind, did you receive?
Financial support was provided from Moray Badenoch 
and Strathspey Enterprise (MBSE) Moray Council 
and the EU Community Economic Development 
programme.

Moray Council also provided in-kind support to 
help with project development.

Contact details
Vicky Hilton, Countryside Manager
The Crown Estate
Glenlivet Estate Office
Main Street, Tomintoul
Ballindalloch AB37 9EX
Tel: 01479 870 070 Fax: 01807 580319
Email: Vicky.Hilton@thecrownestate.co.uk
www.thecrownestate.co.uk  
www.glenlivetestate.co.uk 

Wood fuel boiler Tomintoul

CASE STUDIES



  Scottish Renewables Forum   Green Energy Glen: sustainability in the Scottish countryside� © Scottish Renewables Forum Ltd 9

Green 
Energy
    GLEN

CASE STUDIES

Project name and location
Cairnhill, near Turriff, Aberdeenshire

Company name
Green Cat Renewables Ltd

Technology installed
3 Enercon E48 800kW wind turbines

Why did your client install renewables?
Our client James Norrie runs a medium sized family 
farm specialising in seed potatoes and cereals. 

The farm business is being converted to more 
sustainable management principles and 40% of the 
land has been converted to organic status. However 
falling output prices and rising costs forced the 
business to consider diversification. 

A review of diversification options identified 
wind farming as a potential opportunity. A feasibility 
assessment indicated good prospects for gaining 
planning consent, a viable wind resource, a grid 
connection and access. 

A project consisting of 3 medium scale turbines 
costing approximately £3million and likely to bring in 
approximately £750,000 per annum was considered 
to be appropriate.

What is your business and what was 
your company’s role?
Green Cat Renewables Ltd is a development support 
company specialising in renewable energy projects.  

We aim to provide a ‘one-stop-shop’ support service 
either directly or through specialist sub-contracts. At 
Cairnhill we carried out all of the environmental, planning 
and feasibility work up to gaining consent and grid 
connection offer for the project. 

Beyond consent we discharged the pre-
construction planning conditions, produced the 
detailed designs, managed the procurement process, 
assisted with the financing, managed the Health 
and Safety of the project and Project Managed the 
construction phase of the projects.

What public support, either financial or 
in kind, did you or your client receive?
This project did not receive any public support other 
than the enhanced value of the electricity through the 
Renewables Obligation and Climate Change Levy.

Contact details
Cameron Sutherland
Green Cat Renewables Ltd
Covington Mill, Thankerton
Biggar ML12 6NE

Tel: 01899 309100
Email: Cameron@greencatrenewables.co.uk
www.greencatrenewables.co.uk

WIND POWER TURRIFF
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Project name and location
Illieston Renewables Project, Nr Broxburn, West 
Lothian

Company name
HEATPOINT (part of Baltic Trading Co)

Technology used:
Multi wood fuel biomass boiler (50kW) with a buffer; 
accumulator; thermal store in copper combined with 
solar capability (Made in Scotland). We retrofitted 
through existing flue and chimney rebuild to historic 
records.

Why did you install renewables?
A number of alternative renewable solutions can be 
applied in the project and plans for wind, solar and 
even hydro could be developed. A biomass solution 
was chosen alongside energy efficiency measures 
as the most effective solution in terms of reducing 
running costs, for maximising heat output, reducing 
capital outlay and its speed to implement.

There was an immediate opportunity to fit an 
affordable system as there was only a small log stove 
with limited heat output and corroded copper pipes. 
The solution was driven by listed building status, 
carbon footprint, the cost of kerosene heating at 55p 
a litre in 2008, the development of a local wood pellet 
supply chain. Payback on the investment is expected 
in four years.

What is your business and what was 
your company’s role?
HEATPOINT is an energy contractor that understands 
the needs in today’s environment to cut our carbon 
footprint and save money. We are passionate in 
providing affordable and easy to use biomass 
heating and energy efficient solutions in old and new 
buildings, estates and conversions. We can provide 
the following service.

For the Illieston biomass installation, the 
company’s role was to provide leadership and 
experience in energy saving solutions, construction 
skills, contracting teams and international trading 
experience.

What public support, either financial or 
in kind, did you or your client receive?
No grant support was required for this project.

Contact details
Email: info@heatpoint.co.uk
www.heatpoint.co.uk

T. 0131 467 0070

Wood fuel boiler Broxburn

CASE STUDIES
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About the

Scottish Rural 
Development 
Programme
The Scottish Rural Development Programme 
(SRDP) is a £1.6 billion programme of economic, 
environmental and social measures designed to 
develop rural Scotland over the next six years. 
Individuals and groups may seek support to help 
deliver the Government’s strategic objectives in 
rural Scotland.

Businesses, land managers and community 
groups are invited to submit proposals setting out 
how they could contribute to the priorities identified 
for their region. If you are interested there is a two-
stage application process.

The initial stage ends with the submission of a 
simple Statement of Intent. Feedback is based on an 
amber or red rating.

In the second stage applicants can decide 
whether or not to prepare a detailed Proposal, plus an 
Outcome Plan setting out how they would contribute 
to one or more ‘regional priorities’.

Both stages will be supported by Case Officers 
who will advise on eligibility, regional priorities, 
budgetary positions and the need for consents/
approvals. They will draw on advice from the relevant 
public bodies, as required.

Proposals will be accepted throughout the year, 
with periodic assessment rounds. Regional Proposal 
Assessment Committees (RPACs) will select which 
Proposals to recommend to Scottish Ministers for 
funding.

Rural Priorities is delivered jointly by Forestry 
Commission Scotland (FCS), Rural Payments and 
Inspections Directorate (RPID) and Scottish Natural 
Heritage (SNH). If you have any questions about Rural 
Priorities, you can contact your local FCS, RPID or 
SNH office or the Helpline on 0845 601 7597.

www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Rural/SRDP/RuralPriorities  
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About Scottish Renewables
Scottish Renewables is Scotland’s green energy industry body with a 
membership of more than 250 businesses and organisations working to make 
renewable energy a success in Scotland.

Scottish Renewables is ‘member-led’ and has been operating since 1996. It seeks to work 
with all stakeholders and decision makers to ensure that renewable energy in Scotland is able 
to make a telling contribution in the fight against climate change, to deliver affordable and 
reliable supplies of energy and to drive sustainable economic development in Scotland.

Scottish Renewables Forum
T: 0141 353 4980     
E: info@scottishrenewables.com 
W: www.scottishrenewables.com  

Scottish Renewables Forum Limited.  
A company limited by guarantee in Scotland Number 200074 
Registered Office: 302 St Vincent Street, GLASGOW G2 5RZ

Thanks to SgurrEnergy for supporting Green Energy Glen. 

SgurrEnergy is an engineering consultancy specialising in renewable energy including wind, biomass, solar, 
hydro wave and tidal energy systems. 

www.sgurrenergy.com


